Nov. 17]                         ST HUGH, B. C.                              1443

in which negotiation the reputation of his sanctity contributed greatly to
the success.   This important affair being finished, he paid a visit to his
brethren at the grand Chartreuse,    In his return, whilst he lodged at a
Chartreuse called Arneria, some of the monks asked him what news?
At which question he was startled, and answered, that a bishop who is
engaged in the commerce of the world may sometimes hear and tell news;
but that such inquiries in religious men are an idle curiosity and a dis-
sipation repugnant to their state.   The saint arrived at London just as a
national council was ready to be opened at Lincoln; it was his intention
to assist at it;  but he was seized with a fever which followed a loss of
appetite he had been afflicted with some time, and which the author of
his life attributes to his excessive abstemiousness.   He distinctly foretold
his death; spent almost his whole time in fervent addresses to God, or to
the Blessed Virgin, or in devout colloquies with his angel-guardian, or the
saints.   He received the viaticum and extreme unction on St Matthew's
day, but survived till the 17th of November.   On that day he caused many
monks and priests, besides his chaplains^ to recite the divine office in his
chamber.   Seeing them weep, he said many tender things to comfort them,
and laying his hand upon them one by one, recommended them to the
divine custody.   His voice beginning to fail, he ordered the floor to be
swept and a cross of blessed ashes to be strewed upon it; and whilst the
ninetieth psalm at Compline was said, would be lifted out of bed and laid
upon that cross, in which posture, as he was repeating the canticle,
Nunc Dimitti^ &c., he calmly expired, in the year of our Lord 1200, of
his age sixty, of his episcopal charge fifteen.   His body was embalmed,
and with great pomp conveyed from London to Lincoln, where two kings,
John of England and William of Scotland (the latter, who had dearly
loved the saint, bathed in tears), three archbishops, fourteen bishops, above
a hundred abbots, and a great number of earls and barons, came out to
meet the corpse, and the two kings put their shoulders under the bier as
it was carried into the church.   Three paralytic persons, and some others,
recovered their health at his tomb.   St Hugh was canonized by Honorius III
or IV, and is named in the Roman Martyrology.   See his life, written by
Adam, D.D., a Carthusian at London, in 1340.

The following feasts ave celebrated on November 17 :

ST ANIAN, in French AGNAN, Bishop of Orleans, famous in the Gallican Church: ST DIONYSTUS,
called THE GREAT, by St Basil and called the Doctor of the Catholic Church by St Athanasins:
ST GREGORY OF TOURS, Bishop, the second ornament of the Church of Tours after the great St
Martin: ST GREGORY, snrnamed THAUMATURGUS or worker of wonders, because of Ms extra-
ordinary miracles, Bishop : ST HUGH, first Bishop of Lincoln (a Carthusian monk, canonised by
Pope Honorius III twenty years after his death): in England, ST HILDA, Abbess and Patron
of Whitby is honoured on this date: but Butler places this feast on the following day.